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losophers is perhaps Mr. Benjamin Kidd. In his
Social Evolution he makes religion the mainspring of
human progress and charges the reason with anti-
social and anti-progressive tendencies. Whatever
there may be true in his book, and its tone is gen-
erally healthy, it is not true, as he maintains, that
religion and reason are opposed, or that religion
proceeds from an unreasoning, or, as he expresses it,
an "ultra-rational" sanction. Religion is rational
through and through. It is not to be compared to
an instinct, such as both animals and men possess,
adapted to produce such automatic activities as re-
sult in the safety and healthy development of races.
On the contrary, it often and usually impels man
to do just those things which his instincts and his
natural propensities would never dictate. It coun-
teracts the animal nature of man, and is one of
those things which distinctively mark him off from
the animal world. It could be easily shown that
this is precisely the role that reason plays every-
where, and it is the failure to perceive this that
has led many political economists and others into
the gravest of errors in philosophizing about man.

Religion has its very origin in reason. No ani-
mal has developed even the rudiments of a religion.
It is an exclusively human institution, much more
so than society. It is the product of thought; an
attempt to explain the universe. In this, its pri-
mary quality, it does not differ in the least from
science, and no true philosopher can doubt that